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June 30, 2010

Dear Locke Township residents/land owners:

In the last three years the Ingham County Commissioners have drastically reduced the budget of the Ingham County Sheriff’s Department.  Over the last two years the rural  townships in Ingham County have been in discussion with the County Commissioners and the Sheriff’s Department attempting to change the direction of budget cuts, appealing to their sense of commitment to the residents, stressing personal safety as a top priority.  Unfortunately the Ingham County Board of Commissioners voted to eliminate out-county police services as of January 1, 2011.  The current 6.3512 mills in county taxes, of which a portion was funding the county sheriff department, will continue to be assessed to fund other county programs.  
The safety and security of our citizens is a high priority.  The following 12 Townships and Village have each passed a resolution to place a proposal on the November ballot to fund police services for their residents:  Alaiedon, Aurelius, Bunker Hill, Ingham, Leroy, Leslie, Locke, Onondaga, Stockbridge, Vevay, White Oak, Williamstown  and the Village of Dansville.  The ballot proposal is as follows:
Locke Township Police Protection Special Assessment Proposal

Shall the entire unincorporated portion of Locke Township, Ingham County, Michigan, be created into a special assessment district under 1951 PA 33, as amended, in order to raise money by special assessment for furnishing police protection; and shall Locke Township be permitted to raise money by special assessment for police purposes in an annual amount not to exceed $150 per residential unit and $250 per industrial or commercial business unit in the first year, which maximum annual amount may be increased by not to exceed 3% annually?
Yes ______











No  ______

If the ballot proposal passes, the townships and village will form a police board to provide police services for all the residents collectively.  We are all working together to provide the best service to the residents of rural Ingham County.
A Town Hall meeting will be held to inform the residents on this critical issue:
    
Tuesday September 21, 2010
7 pm    at the Locke Township Hall
Respectfully,
Locke Township Board

